
Whether restoring power or taking part in a community event, Pepco
works safely and we promote safety through public educa-

tion efforts. 

That’s why during National Electrical Safety Month we
remind customers to focus on safety – not only in
May – but year-round.

Faulty wiring, overloaded circuits and misuse of
extension cords are common electrical hazards in
many homes.    

So how can you reduce potential wiring dangers?  Take a moment
to review how you can keep your family safe from electrical hazards.  

■ Use extension cords only as a temporary measure. If a permanent solution is
required, consider installing additional electrical outlets.  

■ Install tamper-resistant receptacles to prevent children from sticking objects in
outlets.  These devices have spring-loaded shutters that close contact with slots. 

■ Make sure ground fault circuit-interrupters (GFCIs) are installed in areas
where water is used such as kitchens, bathrooms, outdoor areas, basements
and garages.  

■ Check with your building contractor to ensure arc fault circuit-interrupters
(AFCI) are installed in all new construction.  An AFCI shuts off circuits 
during arcing, usually caused by damaged wires or cords.  

Visit pepco.com or the National Fire Protection Association’s Web site at
nfpa.org to learn more about electrical safety at home.  

USE ELECTRICAL CORDS WITH CAUTION
■ Keep plugged-in appliances away from water and water sources.

■ Never overload electrical outlets, power strips, surge protec-
tors or circuits, and never run any electric cords under rugs,
carpets or in walkways.

■ Carefully inspect extension cords. Replace those with
frays, damage or other wear.

■ Extension cords are for temporary use only. Install 
additional outlets for your appliances and electronics.

Visit the Electrical Safety Federation International’s Web site 
at esfi.org for more information.
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DID YOU KNOW?
Q: We’re planning to
upgrade our kitchen.
Should we have the elec-
trical wiring checked
beforehand?

A: Yes. The U.S.
Consumer Product Safety
Commission (CPSC)
reports that wiring haz-
ards account for thou-
sands of residential elec-
trical fires annually. So it’s
a good idea to have a
licensed electrician check
out your wiring.  

They’ll inspect for the 
following:

■ Wiring hazards – such
as damaged and
exposed wiring.

■ Frequently blown
fuses and tripping cir-
cuit breakers.

■ Loose or broken outlet
connections.

Electricians can also install
arc fault circuit inter-
rupters (AFCIs) and
ground fault circuit-inter-
rupters (GFCIs) for added
precautions. See related
story on the right for 
more electrical safety
information.)
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